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Missoulians protest possible war with Iraq
Just a day after President
Bush reiterated his war ambi-
tions in the State of the Union
address on Tuesday night, a
group of about 70 Missoulians
lined the Higgins Avenue Bridge
with this message: There is a
peaceful solution to the conflict
with Iraq.
The “pre-emptive strike for
peace,” held from noon to 1 p.m.,
was part of a nationwide event
organized by the Jeannette
Rankin Peace Center and sever-
al religious organizations. Other
organizations that were repre-
sented included Women for
Peace and Women in Black. 
Lindsey Aull, an environmen-
tal studies student at the
University of Montana, attended
the peace rally to show her oppo-
sition to any sort of military
action in Iraq. She believes that
citizens of the United States
have the ability to stop the coun-
try from going to war. 
“Ultimately, it just takes
willpower,” Aull said. “I believe
that if enough people have the
willpower, we could do it.”
Signs held in the air and
draped over the handrail pro-
claimed peaceful slogans like
“Not in our name” and “Create
Peace.” Those people who were
empty-handed held up two fin-
gers in peace signs and waved at
honking cars. 
Anita Doyle, director of the
Jeannette Rankin Peace Center,
said that the location of the
event was a metaphor for the
participants’ beliefs.
“We think that the U.S.
should be building bridges
rather than bombing and
destroying them,” she said.
Although Bush has not com-
mitted to war with Iraq, he has
been threatening military action
since U.N. weapons inspections
resumed there in November.  
Several Democrats and U.S.
allies have criticized Bush’s
aggressive tactics, saying that
they have not seen compelling
evidence that Iraq is a major
threat. 
However, the Bush adminis-
tration said proof from weapons
inspections will be released soon. 
For Miriam Kurinsky, a mem-
ber of Women for Peace who
attended the rally, the govern-
ment’s reasons aren’t convincing. 
“I think we’d be in far greater
danger if we went to war, which
I think could set off a worldwide
confrontation,” she said. 
Kurinsky said there are ways
for people to prevent a war with
Iraq, including writing letters to
Congress, spreading their ideas
to friends and neighbors and
showing visible protests in rallies.
Missoula artist Howard
Lamar agreed. “If everybody
voiced their opinion that they
won’t tolerate it, it will send a
loud enough voice so that the
government won’t approve. We
need to get along. It’s the only
way,” he said.
Protestors seek
peaceful resolution
to conflict
Katie Klingsporn
Montana Kaimin
Craig Hall blaze results in $5,000 of water damage
The south wing of Craig
Hall’s second floor is filled with
the sound of a humming fan
blow-drying the floor, which was
soaked by sprinklers extinguish-
ing flames in a dorm room
Tuesday evening. The blaze
forced the evacuation of the
three interconnected dorms for
about an hour and a half. No
one was hurt. 
According to Missoula Fire
Marshal Bob Rajala, the fire
ignited after a lamp was left on
too close to the room’s drapes
when the double room’s inhabi-
tants left. The three-bulb, tall-
standing black lamp that start-
ed the fire was not issued by the
University of Montana.
Campus police arrived on the
scene at 7:12 p.m., as the resi-
dents of Craig, Duniway and
Elrod Halls were being evacuat-
ed. Ron Brunell, director of
Residence Life, said all three
buildings had to be evacuated
because they share a common
alarm system, causing the over-
whelming number of students to
be ousted from their rooms
while the firefighters checked to
make sure the dorms were safe
to return to. 
Missoula’s police and fire
departments responded to the
call, but the newly installed
sprinkler system had put out
the blaze before they arrived.
Brunell said the University has
been replacing the old sprinkler
system used by the three dorms,
and the sprinklers used in the
south wing room were installed
last summer. Elrod is the only
dorm on campus using the older
system. 
Karri Lesofski, a sophomore
in elementary education, lives
two doors down from the blaze,
and was confused at first by the
noises she heard down the hall.
“I heard the (room’s) fire
alarm, and I thought it was just
the alarm on the (downstairs)
door going off,” she said. 
After noticing the burning
smell, she and others checked
the hall heater to see if it was
the problem before noticing the
smoke coming out of Room 224.
“We opened the door and there
was just huge flames by the far
wall,” she said. 
Lesofski and others then
alerted those on the floor, and
after a failed attempt by Craig’s
resident technical adviser to
stop the blaze with a fire extin-
guisher, they pulled the fire
alarm. 
Once activated, the sprinkler
system poured out so much
water it flooded a student’s
room on the ground floor, and
sent gallons upon gallons of
water gushing through the
building. 
“It was coming all the way
down the exit stair and out the
side of the building,” Lesofski
said. 
Brunell said he estimates the
damage to the room will be
about $5,000, and that he will
New sprinklers 
extinguish fire before 
firefighters arrive 
Jared Ritz
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Area tribes
support 
removal
of dam
Commissioners,
officials talk about
stance for first time
Casey Trang
Montana Kaimin
The Milltown Dam removal
proposal continued to gain
momentum as Missoula
County Commissioners met
with Kootenai and Salish trib-
al officials for the first time
Wednesday to discuss the trib-
al stance on the issue.
“I think it’s the perception
of the tribes that our interests
are mutual and our desired
outcome is mutual, and I think
that the meeting was merely
an expression of that,” said
Joe Hovenkotter, staff attorney
for the tribes.
The meeting was significant
as it joined two of the major
players in the cleanup of the
Clark Fork River. The roles of
both organizations are differ-
ent but significant in complet-
ing the goal: the removal of
the dam.
The county’s role started 20
years ago with the fight to
remove the dam. The tribe
comes into play under the
Hellgate Treaty of 1855 that
gives them aboriginal rights,
including traditional fishing
and property rights over the
river, even though their reser-
vations don’t extend to the dam.
It’s these rights that underline
the importance of the tribes’
stance on the dam removal.
Without the support of both
the county and the tribes to
remove the dam, the difficulty
of the task would increase
exponentially. However, both
sides want to restore the river
to how it was before the dam
was built.
Under those shared inter-
ests both groups agree that a
strong representation of histo-
ry, especially that of Indians,
should be given to the restora-
tion of the river.  
“It just didn’t start with the
Mullan Road and Lewis and
Clark,” County Commissioner
Barbara Evans said at the
meeting.
Nick Wolcott/Montana Kaimin
University student Josh Shelstad (right) came to the Higgins Avenue Bridge Wednesday afternoon to express his dis-
taste for President Bush’s proposal to go war with Iraq. “I’m not against war in general, but I believe the war Bush is
pursuing is unjust,” he said. “He has not presented concrete evidence on why we should go to war.”
See DAM, Page 12See FIRE, Page 12
On Monday, mining and
timber lobbyists asked the
Legislature to cut funding to
the University of Montana’s
environmental studies pro-
gram because, they said, it
works against Montana
interests (read industry
interests).
The call is unwarranted
— and wouldn’t stand a chance if it weren’t for the
anti-intellectual climate of the Legislature. Even
given the attitude of our Legislature, which in 20
years has gone from funding 78 percent of the uni-
versity system budget to funding 43 percent of it,
the lobbyists’ request isn’t an immediate threat
because the Legislature doesn’t control particular
university programs.
The request, though, is more fuel
for a Legislature that continually
looks for excuses to pull support
from higher education. And for the
industry lobbyists it’s an exercise in
denying their responsibilities by
pointing fingers at something the
Legislature already dislikes. 
This anti-intellectual ploy is
nothing new for the universities in
Montana. Over the years our uni-
versities have been targeted sever-
al times by groups that fear what
people will think once they are edu-
cated about them. 
We can’t ignore the issue
though, because universities have
been pressured time and time
again to do away with viewpoints,
professors and programs that industry groups and
others don’t like. At least once, they’ve given in.
In 1919 Louis Levine, an economics professor in
Missoula, published a book about the taxation of
mining companies in Montana that showed the
mining industry was taxed unfairly low. The
Anaconda Mining Company, of course, didn’t like
the news and pressured the university into firing
him. The example shows the importance of aca-
demic freedom and the danger of listening to a
powerful industry with such pointed interests.  
If the industries took a look in the mirror and
owned up to the harm they’ve caused “Montana
interests,” they would keep their mouths shut. 
Don’t get me wrong; industry is critical to
Montana, and no one who is in touch with reality will
argue that Montana doesn’t need it. Timber, mining
and construction industries provide important jobs
for Montanans and critical resources for Americans. 
However, it is ludicrous for industries to claim
that they’re for Montana and that environmental
studies is against it. 
Montana has a long history with industry that’s
filled with painful lessons. 
How can the industry lobbyists ignore the envi-
ronmental havoc that they’ve caused and that
Montanans are still dealing with? The legacy of
the Anaconda Mining Company is particularly
vivid, with the biggest example today being
Milltown Dam, the largest Superfund site in the
nation. Now that the dam is slated for removal,
Missoulians and Montanans are going to see what
a massive clean-up project we’ve been left with.
There are mines around the state that have
leached cyanide into our pristine water, left moun-
tains of tailings and established other nasty envi-
ronmental legacies that can’t be dismissed. 
How can they forget about the people who have
died and the many more who face lifelong illnesses in
Libby, where W.R. Grace mined vermiculite for years?
How can they overlook the mil-
lions of dollars that Montanan tax-
payers have pumped into the tim-
ber industry at an utter loss? In
1998 the Forest Service timber sale
program lost more than $21 mil-
lion in Montana because the rev-
enue from sales to timber compa-
nies didn’t make up for the costs of
the road building, administration
of the sale and other expenses. 
And yet, industry lobbyists have
the gall to tell our Legislature that
UM’s environmental studies pro-
gram is the problem?
They say that the education
leads people to work against the
interests of industry. Some people
definitely do use their knowledge
to change industry — and it’s not a
bad thing — but many more will use that same
education for an infinite variety of other purposes. 
Following the logic of these lobbyists, we ought
to do away with the School of Law because some of
the people who are educated there will undoubted-
ly go on to sue industries of all kinds. For that
matter, some will also go on to defend people
whom the state of Montana brings charges
against; if that’s not meddling with “state inter-
ests,” then what is?
Education is not funded by the state in order to
further its ends. Education is funded because it’s a
fundamental part of a successful society, and
because it’s an important part of personal growth
and understanding.  Attempting to limit education
by supporting only that which is “useful” to the
state and its industries is not only ludicrous; it’s
also dangerous. We’ve seen before what can come
of it, and we’ve seen how industries’ version of sup-
porting Montana interests can leave us with an
expensive, painful legacy. 
Industry isn’t everything to ‘Montana interests’
Under the rug
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Hacky sack: Good for you
and good for UM
Editorial
Missoula has never been short on causes in need of sup-
porters. And more often than not those supporters are
University of Montana students. UM’s students are con-
stantly bombarded with petitions that need signing,
approached by organizations that need members and hand-
ed signs that need hoisting. And who better to support these
myriad causes than open-minded college students with time
and energy to commit. 
Well, add one more cause to the clipboard: hacky sacking.
Recently, a group of UM students fought for recognition
as the Missoula Footbag Association at UM. They’ve taken
their case to ASUM and have collected all the signatures
necessary to earn themselves an official designation as a
UM club, which allows them the use of a room in the UC to
play the game they love: hack.
During the cold months of winter “hackers” are often left
without an arena for their art. Hacky sack is most frequent-
ly played outdoors under sunny skies and atop freshly cut
grass. In states more tropical in climate than Montana,
hackers have no problems pursuing their sport year round–
there’s no worry of frost bite from the bitter cold or injuries
resulting from a slip on the ice while attempting a dynamic
move in a pair of worn-out Birkenstocks. 
This time of the year hackers across the state are driven
indoors, forcing them to attempt to hone their skill in the
confines of a bedroom cluttered with bean bag chairs, lava
lamps, tapestries and probably a golden retriever or two.
Injury is inevitable. 
Or if the foot bag fanatic is more technologically inclined
he’ll resort to video games to get his hack on. California
Games for the original Nintendo entertainment system is
standard issue among serious hackers. Unfortunately this
substitution, while remarkably realistic, provides none of
the aerobic or cardiovascular benefits of the real thing.
Hackers’ muscles eventually atrophy and many are rendered
disabled. Come spring thaw they’re barely able to stand on
their own two feet let alone prance and pirouette like a pre-
pubescent ballerina, the way they once could.
The plight of the hacker in Montana is a serious one and
they need our help to increase awareness about their sport.
And in helping them, we’re bettering ourselves. The phys-
ical benefits of the sport are obvious, but oft-overlooked are
the social aspects of the hack circle. Hacky sacking promotes
unity and teamwork. Hacky sackers must work as a single
entity, moving, kicking, dancing in unison. Individualism is
not an option. 
The time is now to stand together, even if only perched on
one foot and kicking with the other. The Missoula Footbag
Association hopes their club status will help hacky sacking
continue to evolve. Do your part to help this fledgling club
bring hack to the masses. Complete the circle. 
– Liam Gallagher
OPINION
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Around the Oval
Did you watch the State of the Union address? What did
President Bush say that interested you?
• Jesse Ennis
freshman, general studies
• Abby Laing
junior, psychology
Yes, it was something about Iraq, something about ensuring
the freedom of Iran instead of democracy.  Or, something
like that. I thought that was kind of cool.
I didn’t watch it, but I heard about it. I’m not impressed with
his presidential skills. I’m not impressed he’s trying to ban
abortion, his wanting to declare war and his overall intelli-
gence level.
CHECK OUT THE KAIMIN ONLINE
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R-TV changes name, merges
Because television students
are journalists, too, the journal-
ism school’s Department of
Radio-Television is changing its
name to the Department of
Broadcast Journalism.
“What we are saying here is
it’s all journalism,” said Bill
Knowles, chairman of the depart-
ment.
Previously, production stu-
dents in the R-TV department
could get a B.A. in radio-televi-
sion, and broadcast students
could get a B.A. in journalism
with a broadcast production
option. 
Beginning in Dec. 2003, the
University of Montana will
issue diplomas for a B.A. in
journalism with a broadcast or
production option.
“Our production students
are our photojournalists,”
Knowles said.
The name change reflects
the department’s goal of a clos-
er fusion between production
and broadcast news and is a
response to alumni sugges-
tions. 
“Production alums have said
they wanted more writing, and
broadcast alums wanted more
practice producing,” Knowles
said.
Despite the added integra-
tion, the curriculum for each
will remain slightly unique.
Production teaches broader
aspects of television than just
news.
“Lots of television is entertain-
ment,” Knowles said. “But there’s
no line there saying, ‘You’re a
journalist’ and ‘You’re not.’”
Michelle Boehler, a junior in
production, said she hadn’t
heard about the change, but “it
doesn’t bug me too much. I don’t
know how it’s going to affect me
in the professional world.”
Without the production side,
the broadcast students couldn’t
do their job and wouldn’t look
good, Boehler said. 
Knowles added,“We’re all
contributing to the broader pic-
ture of journalism even if we’re
involved in television.”
Kristen Inbody
Montana Kaimin
ASUM appoints officer, votes off senator
ASUM welcomed in a new
student resolutions officer but
said goodbye to another senator
Wednesday night in its first
meeting of the year.
The new ASUM resolutions
officer, Ryan Thompson, will act
as an adviser for students who
have an academic complaint. For
example, if  students receives a
lower grade in a class than they
feels they deserve and has evi-
dence that can support the com-
plaint, the resolutions officer can
help to solve the problem.
“There is a formal complaint
procedure that you can follow
and it does involve the resolution
officer guiding you through it,”
Jon Swan, ASUM president, said
at the meeting. “And also acting
in some cases as an advocate for
you.”
Thompson replaces Marty
Birkineder, a former judge and
non-traditional student who
graduated after assisting stu-
dents for four years.
“We have been very blessed to
have her in our office,” said
Christy Schilke, ASUM vice pres-
ident. “She brought more to the
job than anyone ever had.”
Thompson looks forward to
the challenge.
“I have some pretty big shoes
to fill, but I’m really excited
about the position.” Thompson
said. “I think after a lit-
tle transitional period
here with Marty’s help I
can do a pretty good job
at it.”
Thompson, a commu-
nications major, said that he will
help students to understand
their rights to address their con-
cerns.
Losing its second member
since the break, ASUM voted
Dustin Hankinson off the sen-
ate after he missed three meet-
ings and failed to communicate
with members. According to by-
laws the member can be taken
off after missing three meet-
ings.
“There comes a point where
you just can’t excuse it anymore,”
Schilke said.
Sen. Alex Rosenleaf abstained
from the vote, citing personal
reasons.
“I don’t really like it, but I
understand it,” Rosenleaf said.
“He’s probably my best friend on
the senate.”
A resolution in support of a
University Center board strate-
gic guideline was post-
poned until next week.
The guideline is a sort of
master plan that covers
the UC’s budget and other
monetary plans like the
renovation for the info/ticket box
and other activities.
Heather O’Loughlin, ASUM
business manager, moved to
postpone the matter because
the strategic guideline included
details supporting an increase
in the renovation fee. By voting
for the guideline this week,
O’Loughlin believed the senate
would be obligated to accept
the fee increase next week.
Postponement means that the
members can vote on whether
they want to increase the fee
first before accepting resolution.
Jeff Windmueller
Montana Kaimin
See related
article,
Page 4
Students in MontPIRG believe that the
Alumni Association violated student pri-
vacy by providing student information to
credit card vendors.
ASUM passed a resolution sponsored
by MontPIRG Wednesday night, 17-1,
asking the Alumni Association to cease
the practice.
The Alumni Association distributed
lists of students’ names and addresses to
a Delaware-based vendor, MBNA, which
in turn gives the Alumni Association a
portion of its profits, said David Ponder,
director of MontPIRG.
He said the relationship violates section
2-6-100 of Montana Code. The code prohibits
agencies from distributing mailing lists with-
out the permission of those on the list.
David Aronofsky, the University of
Montana’s legal counsel, said students’
names and addresses are public informa-
tion since they’re published in the campus
directory.  Students can choose not to be
included in the directory by submitting a
request to Griz Central during registration.
“If it’s in the directory, it’s a public doc-
ument. You can go to the UC and see
those things laying on the floor,”
Aronofsky said. “If MontPIRG disagrees,
they’re just flat-out wrong.”
The Alumni Association established a
contract with MBNA in the early 1990s,
said Bill Johnston, director of the Alumni
Association. MBNA calls itself the world’s
largest independent credit card issuer on
its Web site, and it mails applications to
students and alumni each year for cards
with a Grizzly logo.
The Alumni Association receives 15
cents for every transaction that’s made on
the cards, Johnston said. The money
amounts to about $6,000 a year, which is
used to fund the Ask-an-Alum program,
which matches students with mentors in
their profession.
He said the Alumni Association
employs MBNA as a service to UM stu-
dents.
“MBNA is our agent. We use them to
provide credit cards for students if a stu-
dent decides it’s appropriate,” Johnston
said. “Then it becomes a relationship
between the bank and the students.”
Students in MontPIRG have fought to
limit credit card vendors on campus for
years, Ponder said. In 1996 the organiza-
tion passed a resolution limiting the num-
ber of solicitors that could table in the UC.
“We agreed that there could be one
marketer, marketing an Alumni
Association card,” he said. “As long as
they were providing students with con-
sumer credit information and not engag-
ing in some sort of gimmick to get stu-
dents to apply for cards.”
Ponder said he wants the University to
be an environment where students can
learn to use credit responsibly. ASUM
passed an additional resolution
Wednesday night calling for educational
materials about credit management to be
distributed on campus. 
“Most students don’t know how long it
takes to pay off debt,” Ponder said. “It’s
getting increasingly more difficult to pay
for a college education. Students are tak-
ing out more loans and going further into
credit card debt.”
He said MontPIRG wants to see even
more changes.
The organization is supporting a bill in
the state Legislature that would prohibit
distribution of student information to
credit card vendors statewide.
“If the Legislature doesn’t pass the bill,
we’ll continue to work on the issue and
work with the alumni association, admin-
istration, and Board of Regents to imple-
ment these policy changes,” Ponder said.
Credit card applications await many college stu-
dents when they open their mailboxes.
An empty wallet and a need for cash often
make the sight appealing.
For students who do take the plastic plunge, the
University of Montana provides help with credit
management.
Students can get free credit counseling and
budgeting advice from the Student Assistance
Foundation in Griz Central.
“More and more students are using credit
cards,” said D.J. Christianson, who works for the
foundation. “The average college student owes
$5,000 in credit card debt after they graduate.’
A 2001 study by the Nellie Mae Foundation
supports his observations. The study found that 83
percent of undergraduates carried at least one
credit card, a 24 percent increase from 1998. Their
average credit card balance was $2,327.
More students are using credit cards because
they’ve become easier to obtain, said Joyce Morgan
of Missoula’s Consumer Credit Counseling Service.
Christianson refers students to the service if
they’ve amassed a great deal of debt. A recent sur-
vey of the company’s 478 clients indicated that 104
were near the college student age group.
Students are enticed to sign up for credit cards to
get free gifts, Morgan said. When they sign up for a
card, or even register for a sweepstakes in a grocery
store or on the Internet, their names are added to a
list that’s sold to solicitors. Thus, their mailbox is
flooded with more credit card applications.
Morgan said students can remove their names
from solicitor’s lists by calling the National Credit
Bureau.
She said many students don’t understand how
soon they have to pay off their debt.
“A lot of students don’t mind racking up a bit of
debt in college, because they think they’re going to
be coming out with a good paying job to take care
of it,” she said. “It’s good in theory, but it doesn’t
always work out that way.”
Tracey Neve, the counseling service’s education
director in Great Falls, offers students tips for avoid-
ing debt. She said students should start by making a
budget, and prioritizing their wants and needs.
“When you start buying everything you want,
that’s when you start using credit more,” Neve
said. “Then you’re car breaks down and you panic
because you can’t meet your monthly bills.”
The National Credit Bureau can be reached at
(888) 567-8688.
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For Free When
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up to 
$360
a month
Sperm Donors
Needed!
•Anonymous program
•Must be 18-35 
& in good health
Call the donor info line
549-0958
NW Andrology
& Cryobank
Missoula, MT
*Egg donors also needed
*Minority donors encouraged
ASUM, MontPIRG ask to keep student info private
Katherine Sather
Montana Kaimin
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Thousands of chopped up credit cards are displayed in the reception area of
Missoula’s Consumer Credit Counseling Service on South Reserve Street. The
organization helps individuals confronted with massive debt.
Teen testifies against
stepmom in murder case
HOUSTON (AP) - A woman
who had just caught her hus-
band with his mistress aimed
her Mercedes-Benz at him and
ran him over as he pleaded for
her to stop, the man’s daugh-
ter, a passenger in the car, tes-
tified Wednesday.
“She stepped on the acceler-
ator and went straight for
him,” said Lindsey Harris, 17,
at her stepmother’s murder
trial. “He was really scared.
He was trying to get away and
he couldn’t.”
Clara Harris, 44, is accused
of intentionally running over
her husband, David Harris, in
a hotel parking lot July 24.
She has said her husband’s
death was an accident.
Lindsey Harris testified
that her father confessed to
his wife days before his death
that he was having an affair
with one of his office workers,
Gail Bridges.
The teenager said she and
her stepmother started search-
ing for David Harris on July
24 because Clara Harris
believed her husband was still
sneaking off to meet Bridges.
Prosecutors say Clara
Harris was enraged because
her husband chose his mis-
tress over his wife.
Lindsey Harris testified her
father was struck once and
then her stepmother circled
around and hit him two more
times, never trying to avoid
him. The teenager said she
jumped out and hit her step-
mother when the car finally
stopped.
Students must be wary of credit card debt
www.kaimin.org
Katherine Sather
Montana Kaimin
MEXICO CITY (AP) - “Get the U.S. out of
Mexico” isn’t just a leftist slogan anymore.
It’s a serious proposal by President Vicente Fox’s
conservative party –  to delete “United States” from
the name of a country where national pride perme-
ates every aspect of society, including titles.
As it is, few people use Mexico’s official name:
United States of Mexico (Estados Unidos
Mexicanos).
And to some Mexicans it’s an unwelcome
reminder of the powerful northern neighbor that took
half of Mexico’s land in the 1847-48 war. Indeed,
some joke about the official name, calling it “United
States, Mexico Branch” – a rueful commentary on
what they consider overbearing U.S. influence.
The name United States of Mexico was adopted
in 1824, not in emulation of the United States, but
in hopes of developing a federalist system of gov-
ernment. It didn’t work; power remained central-
ized in Mexico City.
Now the National Action Party, or PAN, has put
forward a proposal in Congress to change the coun-
try’s name to simply Mexico.
“This would be a way to identify with our own
Mexican nationality, not some other country’s,” said
PAN’s congressional leader, Felipe Calderon.
Another PAN congressman, Alejandro Zapata,
said the idea comes from “a spirit of nationalism,
not from any desire for confrontation.”
It wouldn’t be the first time Mexico’s name has
been a political issue.
The spelling was changed from the colonial era
“Mejico” after independence from Spain in 1821 –
because the hated Spaniards preferred the “j” spelling.
Paradoxically, some Mexican nationalists advo-
cate putting the “j” back in Texas. The name was
often spelled that way before 1836, when the terri-
tory was part of Mexico. Activists say using “Tejas”
would symbolize the “re-Mexicanization” of the
Lone Star State as the result of increasing Mexican
migration.
The proposal to change Mexico’s name appears
petty to some.
“It is a perfect and complete waste of time,”
snapped writer Carlos Monsivais. “We are inhabitants
of Mexico, and nobody says ‘United States of Mexico.’”
Yet Monsivais has his own name peeve. He’s
irritated by the term “Latin American,” which he
calls “an invention of the United States to describe
us after they took ‘American’ for themselves.”
Mexicans and Americans don’t agree on several
names.
In the United States, the waters between the
Baja California peninsula and mainland Mexico
are called the Gulf of California. In Mexico, it’s the
Sea of Cortes. The river that separates the two
countries is the Rio Grande for Americans, the Rio
Bravo for Mexicans.
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Fashion Shows
1:00pm & 6:00pm
in
Saturday, 
February  1st
10:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.
F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  V i s i t
w w w . m o n t a n a w e d d i n g s . c o m
Lecture to examine
how black and white
women view history
Throughout her 40-plus-
year teaching career, Anne
Firor Scott has found one
consistent difference
between her black female
students and her white
female students; their per-
ceptions of history.
On Thursday night’s
installment of the
President’s Lecture series,
Scott, W.K. Boyd Professor of
History emeritus at Duke
University, will examine this
contrast and explain its
roots.
Scott will present “One
History or Two? Black and
White Women in American
History” in the University
Theatre at 8 p.m. 
“Black women and white
each see a very different his-
tory,” she said. “What I am
going to do is try to explain
why this is.”
A longtime authority of
women’s history in America,
Scott has written and edited
a number of books on the
subject, including “Making
the Invisible Woman Visible”
and “Unheard Voices.” 
After graduating from the
University of Georgia and
Northwestern University,
she received her doctorate
from Radcliffe College in
1958. In 1961 she joined the
staff of Duke and was chair
of the history department
from 1980 to 1985. 
Scott has been focusing
on uncovering and main-
taining the history of
women in America through-
out her career. She served
on the President’s Advisory
Council on the Status of
Women from 1964 to 1969.
From 1972 to 1975 she was
president of the
Organization of American
Historians, and from 1988-
89 she was president of the
Southern Historical
Association.
“She came strongly recom-
mended by several people as
an eminent historian of both
black and white women,”
said UM history professor
Richard Drake, organizer of
the lecture series. 
“She has all of the quali-
ties, intellectually and con-
textually, that we look for
in a lecture speaker,” he
said.  
Mexicans want ‘United States’ out of name
Fresh & Tasty
Tap Room Open
Mon - Th 3-9 Fri - Sat 12-9 
602 Myrtle • 728-1660
www.kettlehouse.com
Katie Klingsporn
Montana Kaimin
After stripping to shortsand tight T-shirts, atrio of student ath-
letes stretches in a small confer-
ence room in the UC as the sun
sets Wednesday. 
They commence a strange
dance of twisting, twirling and
kicking in the name of keeping a
hacky sack from hitting the
ground.
The three are the core mem-
bers of the Missoula Footbag
Association, an organization
fighting for recognition by ASUM
as an official student group.
Evan Lovely, a sophomore in
psychology, organized the group
to give “hackers” a spot to form a
circle of players every week.
“I wanted to invite people to
come play, but where?” Lovely
said.
When he went to secure a
room in the UC, he discovered
only ASUM groups can make
reservations.
The club has been circulating
a petition for recognition. So far
the group has 50 signatures.
“We’ve got enough signa-
tures,” Lovely said. “It’s going to
be cake.”
About 150 groups — among
them Water Polo Club, Japan
Club, Model Arab League and
Opera Theatre — are recognized
by ASUM and eligible for ASUM
funding.
“The only thing we have now
is the room,” said Ben Little, a
sophomore in biology and club
member. “It’d be cool if they’d
buy our hacky sacks, but that’s
the great thing about hacky
sack, you don’t need a lot of
money for hours of entertain-
ment.”
The petition is to show UM
that the Missoula footbag com-
munity is active and that hacky
sack is a growing sport, said
member Ty Grogan, who plans
to enroll at UM next fall.
Grogan discovered the club
one day while he hacked on the
Oval. 
“I was outside playing one
day and a guy, Evan, came up
and said to me there were a
couple other guys at my level
and I should play with them,”
Grogan said.
Hacky sack is evolving into
an extreme sport, Lovely said.
At a world hacky sack conven-
tion Lovely saw such intense
hack that it was like “martial
arts in the air with a ball or
volleyball with your feet.”
Hacky sack? That gentle
recreational activity where hip-
pies stand around in a circle
and use their feet to toss a lit-
tle sack around?
“Having the official club
would let a lot more people know
how much hack has evolved. It’s
an art. It’s intense,” Lovely said.
“We’re pushing it to the level
snowboarding and skating have
gotten to.”
The modern hacky sack game
was developed in 1972 by John
Stalberger to help him recover
from knee surgery, according to
World Footbag. 
In addition to knee therapy,
hacky sack is also cardiovascular
exercise without the injuries of
other extreme sports, Lovely
said. 
“The worst that can happen is
you can roll your ankle and not
hack for a week,” Lovely said.
The sport has grown to
include 1009 clubs in 43 coun-
tries, with 689 in the United
States as members of the
International Footbag Players’
Association.
The members of the club, who
sometimes number as many as
six, don’t want only hackers with
cutting edge moves to attend
meetings.
“We try to push it past just
kicking it in a circle, but if people
just want to kick it around, that’s
fine, too,” Lovely said. “We’re wel-
coming anybody who wants to
play because we want the sport
to evolve.”
The Missoula Footbag
Association had as many specta-
tors as participants at
Wednesday’s meeting.
Tim Moberly, who graduated
in December, said he watches the
club members “all the time.
They’re junkies.”
Looking through the confer-
ence room’s wall of window,
Moberly said, “It’s fascinating
they can actually move their bod-
ies like that.”
Moberly only plays hack in
the summer, he said, “If the sun’s
not out, I don’t want to hack, but
I’ll sit for hours and watch it.”
He may not hack with the
club, but Moberly does support
the petition because the club
gives students a better opportu-
nity to hone their skills.
“There’s a lot of people that
hack, but all the people in front
of the dorms really suck, so they
don’t have the opportunity to
improve their abilities unless
they play by themselves,”
Moberly said. 
On the other side of the glass,
Lovely and Grogan plan their
choreographed moves: “Pixey,
clipper, butter, butter, butter.”
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By
Kristen Inbody
Montana Kaimin
Hackin’ 
up 
recognition  
Sean Sperry/Montana Kaimin 
Sophomore Evan Lovely leaps for a hacky sack in the confines of a University Center conference center, as Ben Little
(right) waits for a pass during a Missoula Footbag Association meeting. 
Sean Sperry/Montana Kaimin
Little juggles a hacky sack during a meeting.  The Missoula Footbag Association is asking to be rec-
ognized as a student group by ASUM. 
“
”
“Having the official club would let a lot more people know
how much hack has evolved. It’s an art. It’s intense.”
Evan Lovely
hacky sack promoter
It was
the per-
fect
spring
day for
snow-
boarding.
In the valley, icicles
dripped and the snow that
lined the sidewalks began to
recede. Cars slid around cor-
ners on wet snow as mailmen
made their rounds in rubber
galoshes slick with quickly
melting snow. It’s not as quiet
in town anymore, not as
clean. 
I wasn’t in any hurry to
get out of bed. I knew there
wasn’t any new snow to be
had, knew it’d be a warm day
on the hill, knew I had no
reason to rush. I could hear
the snow dripping off my roof.
The sky was gray. It wasn’t
all that cold out. I moved
slowly. 
We made it up to the
mountain sometime around
noon. There wouldn’t be any
lines to wait in, the crowds of
winter were long gone. There
wasn’t any new snow to seek
out or first tracks to be had.
Not today. Today, it’d be ankle
deep corn snow that was soft
enough to pack under your
foot and forgiving enough to
involuntarily bury your face
in, and still come up smiling. 
The thermometer hovered
somewhere around 40 degrees
and the brown patches of
ground that littered the
slopes were proof that it’d
been warm on the hill. We
wore winter jackets and wool
hats, but they’d soon be shed
for long sleeves and spring
gloves. Vents were opened
and sweat dripped from our
heads. 
Winter it wasn’t.
However, we were still
snowboarding and at a well
maintained park, well, at
least the rail park was main-
tained. The park attendants
were there shaping the run
ins, packing out the landings
and checking all the rails,
boxes and picnic tables to
make sure all was well. 
Down the hill, the lifts
floated, empty, toward the top
of the mountain. It was a nice
day, warm, but the sun was-
n’t shining and that kept the
crowds away, which was just
fine with me. A manicured
park, with soft snow and
nobody to wait on. 
It was a perfect spring day
to snowboard, and it was Jan.
26 at Marshall Mountain.
Welcome to the winter that
wasn’t, or at least hasn’t been
yet.
More than enough griping
has been done about this
year’s lack of precipitation,
and I’m sure most all of you
are well aware of and more
than a little fed up with our
state’s meager snowpack and
probably sick and tired of
hearing predictions of what’s
to come, or more likely what’s
not to come. 
But, all hope is far from
being lost. 
Just look at what’s hap-
pening up at Marshall
Mountain. They’ve got inches
in some spots, but already,
they’ve set up a rail park that
would rival many a Rocky
Mountain resort. They’re
puttin’ it together up there.
Snow or not, they’re makin’ it
happen. And it’s about damn
time someone in this town
did. 
Too long has Missoula been
a town without. In the few
years I’ve been here, I’ve yet
to see a decent snowboard
park. Snowbowl’s given it a
shot, but year in and year out
they fail miserably. Their
efforts are half-assed and it’s
clear they don’t really value
the snowboarders that fre-
quent their mountain. If they
did, they’d get their act
together and put up a snow-
board park that’s worth snow-
boarding on. In the last four
years their parks have been
poorly built, poorly main-
tained and subsequently
unsafe. When will they real-
ize the market they are miss-
ing?
Marshall figured it out
earlier this year when some
300 skiers and snowboarders
alike showed up to slide rails
on little more than 6 inches
of snow at their season kick-
off rail jam. The event was a
huge success and the gang up
at Marshall was making
plans to host a contest like
that every month — maybe
even the Montana Snowboard
Championship. They were
boasting that they’d soon
have more rails than any
other resort in the northern
Rockies and a park that
rivaled any mountain in
Montana. They saw the need
and were answering the call.
It was beginning to look like
the mountains around
Missoula might finally offer
more than groomers and free-
riding. 
But the snow never fell. It
got warm and Marshall was
forced to close up shop.
Things didn’t look good.
Last weekend they fired
the lift back up and sure
enough there were rails set
up. And not just a couple of
six-foot PVC pipes, but well
built flat rails, boxes and a
picnic table.
It was an impressive set
up and to be honest, pretty
damn surprising to see. 
I remember hearing
rumors of Marshall’s plans
back in September. People
talked about the park it’d be,
the plans Marshall was mak-
ing. I remained skeptical,
thought it’d never happen,
not in Missoula. 
But it has. Unfortunately
Marshall doesn’t have enough
snow to keep the lifts running
during the weekdays, so
there’s no way to get up to
the only snowboard park this
city has to offer. Marshall’s
owner, Bruce Doering, is hop-
ing the mountain will be open
on Friday and throughout the
weekend. 
The park will be open and
chances are no one will be
there, which is exactly why
you should go.
The gang at Marshall has
done more in half of a season
to offer snowboarders and
skiers an alternative to the
same old runs than Snowbowl
has done in the last four
years. And this year, more
than any, it is a much needed
alternative. They need your
money, and at $4 an hour to
ride or about what you’d pay
for a six-pack of High Life,
they’re making it pretty
damn affordable.
So head up there and check
it out this weekend. I’m sure
they’ll appreciate the business
and you’ll be pretty damn sur-
prised, I know I was.
PHOENIX (AP) — Experts
began discussions Wednesday on
whether to alter the number of
recreational and commercial
river runners allowed to use the
Grand Canyon every year and
on whether the current permit
system should be restructured.
Grand Canyon National Park
officials are gathering informa-
tion as they develop an environ-
mental impact statement as part
of a plan to revise the Colorado
River Management Plan by the
end of 2004.
A panel of 11 experts —
including scientists, geologists,
professors and consultants —
will come up with possible sug-
gestions about how to better
manage the 250-mile Colorado
corridor through the canyon for
the next 10-year period.
“I view this as a symposium,”
said Rich Ernenwein, lead plan-
ner for Grand Canyon National
Park. “The goal of the park is to
look at the full range of alterna-
tives for every visitor use of the
Colorado River at the canyon.
“There are resource impact
issues, visitor experience issues
... Some people are adamant
about a reduction of numbers on
the river while some people are
adamant about increasing the
numbers,” added Ernenwein.
About 23,000 boaters and
river runners float down the
canyon annually — a majority
via commercial means.
Since 1980, commercial raft-
ing companies have been
allowed 68 percent of the allot-
ted 115,500 annual user days for
the canyon with private boaters
allotted 32 percent, or 54,450
user days.
A user day equals one person
on the river for any portion of
one day. A commercial raft trip
can last anywhere between three
and 30 days, depending on the
season and whether it involves a
row boat or motorized craft.
Some private boaters want
the National Park Service to
reallocate the percentage of raft-
ing permits to give them a better
chance of getting on the river.
Meanwhile, some environ-
mental groups want motorized
rafts taken off the river while
others claim ecological damage
has been done to the canyon
since commercial rafting began
in 1938.
Sixteen outfitters currently
run whitewater rafting trips in
the canyon — 11 using motor-
ized craft — in what has become
a $25 million-a-year industry.
Trips cost an average of $200
per day, with up to 36 passen-
gers allowed on each commercial
raft.
Noncommercial boaters are
allowed a maximum of 16 pas-
sengers.
“The primary purpose of the
expert panel is to share and clar-
ify the latest information avail-
able” for the environmental
impact statement, said modera-
tor Mary Orton, who owns a
company that moderates envi-
ronmental disputes. “We don’t
expect them to solve all the prob-
lems.”
The panel also planned two
workshops Thursday on the
ranges of group sizes and use
limits. Another six-hour discus-
sion was set for Friday at the
state Capitol here dealing with
the permit allocation system.
Orton said the first draft of
the park’s environmental impact
statement should be completed
by this fall, followed by another
round of public meetings.
The final impact statement is
due on Dec. 31, 2004, and the
revised river management plan
“will be in place for about a
decade,” Orton said.
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Marshall Mountain: Missoula’s snow park paradise
Outdoor Report
Snowbowl No new snow Base: 36”  Summit: 51”            
Marshall Mountain No new snow Base: 37”  Summit: 20”
Big Mountain No new snow Base: 22”  Summit :61”           
Blacktail mountain No new snow Base: 36”                         
Lost Trail Powder Mountain  4” new snow Base: 44”  Summit: 52”            
Lookout Pass 4” new snow Base: 50”  Summit: 89”           
Big Sky No new snow Base: 39”  Summit: 58”            
Discovery Basin No new snow Base:48” Summit:35”
Here it is, the official standings at the mountains around Montana as of press time
on Wednesday. Sure it looks a little repetitious, but a storm is forecasted to drop
upwards of 10 inches in the mountains by Friday. Keep your fingers crossed.
Experts debate Grand Canyon river impact statement
Column by
Liam Gallagher
Welcome to the winter
that wasn’t, or at
least hasn’t been yet.
Casey Trang
Montana Kaimin
To say that winter is off to a
slow start may be the biggest
understatement of the year.
Although area resorts and ski
shops are scrambling to make
something positive out of what
has been an idle season, one
thing is for certain: profits are
below average.
“This is our slowest start
ever,” said Ronnie Morris, a
representative for Montana
Snowbowl ski resort. 
After suffering through the
holiday season, area businesses
that are dependent on snowfall
are trying to rebound from
less-than-ideal conditions
endured thus far.
The Trailhead, which nor-
mally doesn’t have sales on
winter equipment until snow-
fall starts to taper off, is striv-
ing to recover with its “El
Niño” sale. 
“This is a pretty rare sale
for us,” said Sean Sullivan of
the Trailhead. 
While the Trailhead and
other stores such as Gart
Sports plug sales to move
inventory, it only seems to get
worse for other snow-related
businesses. 
Marshall Mountain opened
its runs for the first time this
past weekend, a month after
the mountain’s projected open-
ing. Currently, Marshall is
closed during the week and
dependent on the upcoming
forecast for its business.
However, the lack of snow-
fall over some resorts has
helped balance the lack of rev-
enue from poor conditions at
others.  
Snowbowl has picked up
business from hosting events
that were originally scheduled
for Marshall. And as a result of
recent dumpings, which have
missed Big Mountain and only
slightly hit the low elevation of
Marshall Mountain, Snowbowl
is now boasting some of the
best snow in the state.  Rivaled
by resorts on the Montana-
Idaho border, such as Lookout
Ski Resort and Lost Trail Ski
Resort, Morris said that the
good snowfall in those areas
has not really affected
Snowbowl’s business. She
attributed this to a good season
pass sales drive and record
sales for the season all last
week.
“People just choose to wait
for snow,” Morris said.
Snowbowl received 16 inch-
es of snow last weekend and
continues to receive small
amounts of snow daily.
However, “all snow is not
created equal,” Morris said.
Fortunately for Snowbowl,
this year’s snow crop is wetter
and denser than usual, which
continues to help the resort.
“We’re in good shape going
into spring,” Morris said.
The forecast is calling for
another big storm to hit, espe-
cially in the higher elevations.
And if the predictions hold
true, up to 12 inches of snow
could accumulate in higher ele-
vations by Thursday afternoon,
said Laurie Koch, National
Weather Service forecaster.
“If we get this storm, tomor-
row and the next day should be
dynamite,” Morris said.
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Outdoor Skills Field Trips
- Intro to Backcountry Skiing Feb. 1st $35.00
- Intro to Cross Country Skiing Feb. 8th $20.00
Price Includes instruction & transportation * Rental Equipment Available
Call 240-2458 or e-mail porter@blackfoot.net
Lisa Hornstein/Montana Kaimin
The dormant chair lift at Marshall Mountain along with the bare hillside Wednesday is proof of the poor snow conditions seen across Montana this winter.
Marshall has remained closed for the majority of the season opening occasionally for special events and on some weekends.
A snowboarder
rides past a bare
run on the lower
section of
Snowbowl in early
January. Snowbowl
has not been operat-
ing at full capacity
all season.
Lisa Hornstein/
Montana Kaimin
Rare run-off
Area ski resorts weather the slow-starting season
One weird winter
An unusually
warm winter has
kept Rattlesnake
Creek from freez-
ing over this year.
Nick Wolcott/
Montana Kaimin
Kaimin Outdoors:
Considered by
many to be the
greatest outdoors
coverage in the
world.
For Bill Turner and other
maintenance personnel, the job
of fixing what breaks at the
University of Montana is never
uneventful.
“I have never had a day when
there was nothing to do,” Turner
said Wednesday while repairing
a broken window. “In order to
operate safely, I do only what I
can in a day. I don’t try to fix
everything that needs to be fixed
at this University.”
Turner is one of two carpen-
ters who work for Residence
Life. He is in charge of the
upkeep in 800 dorm rooms at
UM.  During the 10 years
Turner has worked for Residence
Life he hasn’t spent many days
idle. 
Turner and his comrades are
kept busy by the growing inven-
tory of deferred maintenance
across campus. At UM there is
$38.6 million of stuff that needs
to be fixed, repaired or replaced,
said Bob Duringer, Vice
President for Administration and
Finance. The University does not
have the money to fund many of
the repairs and replacements
that need to be made, so much of
the maintenance is put off or
deferred.
The inventory of items that
need to be replaced or fixed
includes everything from carpets
and windows to new roofs, steam
lines and boilers to heat build-
ings. 
The Grizzly Pool walls are
leaking and will cost about
$64,000 to repair. In Brantly
Hall the exit lights need to be
replaced, which will cost the
University $19,000. There is still
asbestos in the ceiling of the
Fine Arts Building, but it will
cost $10,000 to remove it and
replace with new insulation.
In fact, the inventory of
deferred maintenance is a lot
like a wish list. But Duringer
said the problem is “never end-
ing” and not unique to UM.
“It really comes down to a
value judgement,” he said. “We
have to ask ourselves, ‘Do we
want to quit teaching students
and quit paying teachers so we
can accumulate enough money
to pay for these things?’ After 10
years instead of fixing things you
limp along and live with what
you have. You get on this death
spiral as far as campus infra-
structure.”
But Duringer said the state
needs to take part of the respon-
sibility for the growing list of fix-
it projects on campus.
“Really, when you think about
it, it isn’t me who needs to go out
and borrow money to fund these
projects,” he said. “It is the
state’s responsibility to provide
the funds.”
Because the University does
not have enough money to fund
all maintenance projects they
must decide what needs the
most attention and when.
“We have to prioritize things
and as a result we don’t get to all
the maintenance that should be
done,” said Hugh Jesse, director
of Facilities Services.
The $38.6 million of mainte-
nance that needs to be done at
UM only includes facilities that
receive state funding. That num-
ber doesn’t include anything that
needs to be fixed or repaired in
the University Center, Campus
Recreation Center, University
Villages, Curry Health Center,
Dining Services facilities and the
residence halls. Facilities such
as the residence halls and
University Center must rely on a
pool of their own incomes to
finance maintenance projects.
Ron Brunell, director of
Residence Life, estimates that
the University Villages and the
dorms each have about $8 mil-
lion in repairs and replacements
that need to be done.
“One of the major things that
we are going to have to face is
when the buildings were built,
mostly in the ’60s, students did-
n’t bring all the electrical devices
they now have,” Brunell said.
“At times it overwhelms our elec-
trical system and blows break-
ers. We need to upgrade that.”
Brunell and his staff are also
working on replacing the fire
sprinkler systems in the dorms
as well as adding access to the
Internet and cable hookups.
With all that needs to be fixed
or replaced at UM, maintenance
crews are kept busy, but Turner
doesn’t seem to mind.
Wednesday he was fixing win-
dows broken by vandalism,
something he and other mainte-
nance personnel deal with on a
regular basis. Vandalism is irri-
tating because it takes his atten-
tion away from other projects, he
said.
“I’m never caught up with
work,” he said. “It just doesn’t
work like that here. You are
never caught up.”
NEWS
www.kaimin.org 9Montana Kaimin, Thursday, January 30, 2003
UM needs $38.6M in maintenance, repairs
Natalie Storey
Montana Kaimin
MONTANA
BASKETBALL
GRIZ vs.
Northern Arizona
Jan. 30th
7:30 p.m.
NO TICKETS
JUST BRING
YOUR GRIZ CARD
TO GAME!
Monte’s March
@ The Press Box
Both Thurs. & Sat.
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Food and Drink Specials
GRIZ vs. Sacramento State
Feb. 1st - 7:30 p.m.
*Monte Madness
Come Celebrate Monte’s
National Mascot of
the Year!
‘Millionaire’ contestant
did adult bondage films
NEW YORK (AP) — One of
the three finalists in Fox’s hit
“Joe Millionaire” has starred in
dozens of bondage and fetish
films under a pseudonym, a Web
site reported Wednesday.
Sarah Kozer, 29, starred in
movies such as “Novices in
Knots” and “Hogtied,” and a foot-
fetish film “Dirty Soled Dolls,”
according to the Web site The
Smoking Gun.
The site said Kozer was
clothed in her movie appear-
ances, which included being
gagged and hog-tied in a cheer-
leader’s uniform. She also ties up
other characters.
Kozer, one of a trio of women
still hoping to land “Joe
Millionaire” Evan Marriott in the
Fox series, was shown this week
sneaking off into the darkness
for a tryst with him.
The series drew more than 20
million viewers on Monday, its
biggest audience yet. Fox would-
n’t say if it knew about Kozer’s
past before casting her.
“We don’t comment on the
personal lives of the contestants,”
network spokesman Scott Grogin
said.
There was no answer to a
telephone call to Kozer’s Los
Angeles home on Wednesday.
The Smoking Gun said she
wouldn’t comment when reached
by its reporter.
Kozer’s occupation is
described as “sales and design”
on Fox’s Web site.
There’s no mention of her act-
ing jobs, under the name Cindy
Schubert, in Fox’s brief bio.
When asked “what is the wildest
thing you’ve ever done?”, she
said there was a long list but
picked backpacking in Morocco.
“Most of my `wild’ things
involve adventure and romance,”
she said.
“Who’s that white guy from
Montana?” said a fan in the stands
during the men’s basketball game
against Gonzaga. That white guy is
No. 12, Kevin Criswell from Colstrip.
He averaged 33.5 points a game while
in high school and now, after red-
shirting his first year, is dominating
the courts. In the Griz’s Dec. 30 game
against Southern Utah, Criswell
scored 31 points. Now this freshman
guard sits down with the Montana
Kaimin to talk about schooling
Michael Jordan and laughing at Roger
Rabbit. 
Kaimin: With whom would you
want to play one-on-one?
KC: I’d probably have to play
against Michael Jordan, just to say
that I have... even though he’ll kick
my butt.
Kaimin: What move would you
try to school him with?
KC: I’d try his patented fade away.
I’m sure I’d get blocked but I’d try it
on him. 
Kaimin: Who is your dream
date?
KC: Good question. Penelope Cruz.
I’d think I’d like to go on a dream date
with her.
Kaimin: If I could be an animal
I’d be ...
KC: Good question again. I would
probably have to be
something that
flies because I’ve
always had a fasci-
nation with flying.
Kaimin: Who is
a person you
wish you could
have met?
KC: Someone
like a first president just to see what
his thoughts back in that century
were and just to see all the problems
he had to go through and com-
pare
Kaimin: If you couldn’t
play basketball you would
be a ...
KC: I would probably be a
bum. No just kidding. To tell
you the truth, I would proba-
bly try out for the football
team because the coaches
were talking to me about play-
ing football for the Griz.
Kaimin: What position?
KC: Receiver.
Kaimin: Watch out Jon
Talmage.
KC: If that didn’t work, I would just
be a normal student. 
Kaimin: Where can you be
found on a Friday or Saturday
night?
KC: During season or during the off
season?
Kaimin: Let’s say the off season.
KC: I’m sure you
could catch me
downtown every
now and then.
Kaimin: Any
particular place
downtown?
KC: Uh, I don’t
want to get in trou-
ble
Kaimin: What kind of movie
would you want to star in?
KC: I would star in an action
movie. 
Kaimin: What is your
favorite cartoon? Why?
KC: When we were down at
Weber State in Ogden (Utah),
we saw “Roger Rabbit,” and I
hadn’t seen “Roger Rabbit” for
10 years. So I would be Roger
Rabbit because of his charis-
ma and he’s really outgoing
and makes people laugh.
Kaimin: Is that anything like
you?
KC: Yeah, I make people laugh
every now and then.
Kaimin: What can be found on
one of your mixed CDs?
KC: Well it depends what the mood
is. I like to listen to a lot of classic
rock, like Tom Petty. Sometimes I’m
in the mood to listen to a little R&B
type stuff. But for the most part, I lis-
ten to Tom Petty and the Steve Miller
Band. 
Kaimin: Do you have any tat-
toos or piercings?
KC: No.
Kaimin: If you could see anyone
in concert who it would it be and
where would it be?
KC: Sublime when they had Brad
Nowell at Long Beach.
Kaimin: Were you raised a
Bobcat or a Griz fan?
KC: (sheepishly) I was raised a
Bobcat fan. Although we weren’t real-
ly big Bobcat fans. It was just that my
whole family went to school at
Bozeman. I was the first one to come
to Missoula so...
Kaimin: Do you get any flak
from your family for it?
KC: Not a lot. They are starting to
convert to be Grizzlies. I have an older
brother who’s at school in Bozeman, so
we kind of go at it every now and
again. But I think I’m converting him
to a Grizzly.
They kind of have to be Grizzly
fans now.
Kaimin: What do you think
when you see your public address
announcement with KECI’s Todd
Reed on TV?
KC: I haven’t seen it yet. I’ve seen
Dave’s (Bell) and I’ve seen Jeff Hays’
and I haven’t seen anyone else’s. Has
mine been on there?
Kaimin: Yes, like three times.
KC: I’m sure I make a fool out of
myself, but we do it for the public.
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Criswell talks music, movies and, of course, basketball
Marina Mackrow 
Montana Kaimin
Kevin Criswell
13
Questions
The University of Montana
tennis team is the only team
in the conference that doesn’t
have indoor tennis courts.
Eastern Washington has
five indoor courts, Idaho
State has four and MSU
recently purchased an
indoor/outdoor tennis bubble.
Tennis players at UM have
to share a rubberized surface
with the track team and pay
for court time at the
Missoula Athletic Club.
“It is so hard getting up
for 5 a.m. practices at the
MAC,” said Ryan O’Neill, a
senior on the men’s tennis
team. “It’s nice to get court
time, but there we still have
limited court space and get
little on-court coaching.”
Because UM’s tennis team
is without a regular, quality
practice regimen in the pre-
season, the Griz fall behind
the competition when match-
es begin later on in the
spring, O’Neill said.
“Other teams with indoor
courts can take extra time
with coaching and tech-
nique,” O’Neill said. “We’re
rushed, and getting an indoor
court would be like a dream
come true.”
Although practicing inside
at the MAC is better than
smacking balls back and
forth in the snow and slush,
assistant tennis coach Brian
Hanford said UM needs its
own indoor courts.
“Practicing at the Athletic
Club has not been real help-
ful,” Hanford said. “It’s nice
to get inside, but unfortu-
nately we don’t have time to
do any real coaching in the
hours we’re jammed in there.
We’re in and out and can’t
get court hours every day.”
Since the new year, it has
become more difficult to
schedule team practices at
the MAC because it recently
purchased a new tennis bub-
ble, Hanford said.
As another option, the
team was set to charter vans
to Hamilton this week (about
40 miles away) to squeeze in
five- and six-hour practices
during the weekend.
However, the MAC and the
tennis team reached a com-
promise.
“Because the new court is
in such high demand, I know
it’s been difficult to juggle
around scheduling,” said
Kara Shapiro, manager of
the MAC.
There are fifteen people on
the tennis team, fifteen peo-
ple who need to be on the
MAC’s three courts at one
time for a span of around two
hours. The MAC wants to
make sure that its members
also have ample time to take
advantage of the facility,
Shapiro said.
“We try our best to be
accommodating to both the
University and our members,”
Shapiro said, “but we can’t
schedule the tennis team in
at prime times or we’d push
our members away.”
The solution for the tennis
team is to have a facility of
it’s own, Hanford said.
“Here, football and basket-
ball rule,” Hanford said, “and
the Olympic sports like ten-
nis and golf are overlooked
when it comes to funding.”
Marie Porter, UM’s associ-
ate athletic director, sympa-
thizes with the tennis team’s
plight. She was an assistant
tennis coach five years ago at
the University when the
team was battling the same
problem.
“We talk about it all the
time, creating a new facility
for the indoor track and the
tennis,” Porter said. “But, it’s
a matter of finances, and it
looks like we need a private
donor to make it a reality.”
The funding problem for
inside courts has been
brought to the National
Advisory Board for Grizzly
Athletics, Porter said, and
has been given top priority.
What the board does is
make suggestions to donors
who want to contribute to
UM athletics. The board lets
the donors know where their
dollars are best used.
According to Shapiro, a
new athletic bubble costs
anywhere from $250,000 to
$500,000, depending on
whether it is insulated.
Of course, a new indoor
complex would cost much
more. And until the
University can scrimp
enough money together, the
tennis team will continue
leasing the MAC for practice
time until the weather
improves, Hanford said.
Tennis team wants indoor courts
WASHINGTON (AP) — A
divided Bush administration
commission considering changes
to Title IX debated procedural
issues and approved several mod-
est recommendations Wednesday,
setting the stage for a combative
finish as the most controversial
ideas are presented Thursday.
In a key development, com-
missioners who favor maintain-
ing the law’s current standards
won the right to have dissenting
views included in the final report
that will be sent to Education
Secretary Rod Paige next month.
The Commission on
Opportunity in Athletics began
discussing 24 recommendations,
but the 15-member panel spent
the first hour of the two-day
meeting debating its own rules.
Julie Foudy, a member of the
U.S. women’s national soccer
team, and Donna de Varona expect
a majority of the panel to vote to
scale back standards in the 31-
year-old Title IX gender equity law
that has exponentially increased
participation in women's sports.
They were upset the initial proce-
dures did not call for minority
views to be included in the report,
a rule Foudy called a “gag order.”
“I don’t think anybody's
gagged you," countered co-chair-
man Ted Leland, athletic director
at Stanford.
After lengthy debate, the com-
missioners agreed their final
report will include both view-
points on any recommendation
not reached by consensus or
majority vote.
Title IX prohibits gender dis-
crimination in programs that
receive federal funding. Its effect
has been profound: The number
of girls participating in high
school sports rose from 294,000
to 2.8 million from 1971-2002.
The number of women in college
sports increased fivefold over a
similar timeframe.
Most of the approved recom-
mendations dealt with technical
issues in the complex law, and
there was no problem reaching a
consensus on at least one topic:
The Education Department must
do a better job explaining Title
IX guidelines to colleges and
high schools.
“That’s why it’s so confusing
to the public,” said De Varona, a
two-time Olympic swimming
champion. “How do you under-
stand it? That’s why it's been so
easy to position the arguments.”
The commissioners also urged
schools to stop overspending on
sports such as football and men’s
basketball, whose budgets are
cited as limiting opportunities in
minor sports for both men and
women. Under Title IX, however,
schools cannot be told how to
spend their athletics money —
only that they do it in a nondis-
criminatory way.
Critics say the law has, in
effect, punished male athletes to
provide more opportunities for
women. Roughly 400 men’s col-
lege teams were eliminated in
the 1990s, with wrestling taking
such a blow that the National
Wrestling Coaches Association
has filed suit.
Among the recommendations
set for a vote Thursday, the most
controversial would change the
Title IX plank that says a school
can comply with the law by hav-
ing a male-female athlete ratio
that is “substantially proportion-
ate” to its male-female enrollment.
Currently, 56 percent of U.S.
college students are female, as
are 42 percent of college athletes.
Brittany Hageman
Kaimin Sports Editor
Players currently
sharing space
with track team
Dissenting views get
voice at Title IX hearing
The Lady Griz (10-6, 1-2
Big Sky) have been in a
slump as of late, dropping
two consecutive conference
match-ups at the hands of
Weber State and Montana
State. Thursday the Lady
Griz travel to Flagstaff,
Ariz., to take on the
Lumberjacks, a team that
has thus far split its four
conference games and
boasts an overall record of
9-8. 
When conference play
begins, every game becomes
important as the team that
wins the conference title is
awarded with an automatic
berth to the NCAA tourna-
ment in March.  
“I think when you get
into the Big Sky
Conference, the advantage
that teams have is erased
because all the teams are
familiar with their oppo-
nents,” NAU head coach
Meg Sanders said. “Playing
a team twice or maybe three
times in one season breeds
a familiarity where the bet-
ter prepared team normally
wins.”
Sophomore center Crystal
Baird agrees, but she sees
this game as being impor-
tant for other reasons.
“Well, there is a lot more
emphasis on it,” Baird said.
“Maybe because we have
had a rough go of it the last
couple days, but we have
been trying to pick it up a
lot lately with intensity, try-
ing to get back into our
rhythm.”
In order to win this and
other conference games and
possibly win the Big Sky
Conference Title, Baird rec-
ognizes the areas in which
the Lady Griz need to
improve their play.
“Obviously, we need to
make our free throws.”
Baird said. “But we also
just need to concentrate on
doing the small things that
help you win games that we
haven’t been able to do.
Like getting those loose
balls and stuff like that.”
While the Lady Griz
might be struggling from
the charity stripe, senior
guard Jill Henkel brings a
different perspective to the
team’s recent shooting
woes.
“We aren’t trying to get
too mental about these
things,” Henkel said. “I
mean, I know we are a
good free throw shooting
team, and I am sure that
we will do better in the
future.”
Another aspect of the
game that may prove to be
essential is how each team
deals with the elevation of
the Walkup Skydome in
Flagstaff, where the arena
is situated 6,600 feet above
sea level.
“It’s a really important
game, but it’s hard to play
up there because of the ele-
vation,” Baird said. “I am
kind of nervous, but I am
sure we’ll be fine.”
“I don’t really think the
elevation should be much of
a problem, because we will
be drinking plenty of water
in order to prepare,” Henkel
said.  
NAU head coach Meg
Sanders returns three
starters from a 17-11 club
last year that finished third
in pretournament play with
a record of 10-4.  
Northern Arizona is a
perimeter-based team led by
a trio of guards in seniors
Jen Snitker and Lindsey
Foster and junior Lacey
Tolbert. Each is averaging
12 points per game, giving
the Lumberjacks a strong
scoring nucleus. 
Snitker, a Marshall
University transfer, is the
catalyst of the group as she
returns to top form from a
successful junior year where
she was selected to the 11-
member All Big Sky
Conference Team and
named Big Sky Newcomer
of the Year.  
“Coach (Robin) Selvig had
us work on a perimeter-ori-
ented defense this week,
because NAU really doesn’t
have a true post player like
we do,” Henkel said.
And just ask Sanders,
she’s aware of the Lady
Griz’s clout in the paint.
“Montana presents us
with a completely different
test because they are a
team with dominant post
players, which is a problem
for a team like us,” Sanders
said. “We are a perimeter
team and I know that might
create problems for them,
but I really feel that each
team is just going to go out
there and play their own
game.”
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Designer Wanted
You’ve always wanted to work
for a newspaper — here’s your
chance!  Become a designer
for the Montana Kaimin.
Stop by Jour. 206 for an application or
the Kaimin office for  more information.
Quark experience needed
The Griz gear up for face-off with Lumberjacks
The Griz have put the
Montana State loss behind
them and feel prepared to
enter the heart of the confer-
ence schedule.
“We were definitely disap-
pointed after the MSU game,
but now we’re just excited to
be back home,” said junior
Ryan Pederson. “We’re not
even thinking about it any-
more.”
Northern Arizona will
come into town Jan. 30 with
a 1-4 conference record, but
a 10-8 overall mark. The
Lumberjacks are led by
Ryan McDade and freshman
sensation Kelly Golob. 
NAU’s Aaron Bond also
has the ability to put up
some big numbers, as he
proved with his conference
high 37-point outburst
against Tennessee-Martin in
December.
McDade, a senior, is aver-
aging 17.7 points per game
and 8.3 rebounds per game.
He also leads the conference
in double-doubles with
eight.
“He’s definitely our
focus,” Pederson said of
McDade. “He’s one of the
best post players in the con-
ference.”
Northern Arizona won its
first conference game of the
year last week against Idaho
State. The Lumberjacks
were on a four-game losing
skid before that.
Like NAU, Montana is
trying to play itself out of a
little funk.  The Grizzlies
have lost their last two
games and five out of their
last seven. 
“We’re just going to come
out and play hard,” said Griz
freshman Mike Chavez.
“We’re not going to change
our game plan at all.”
With a win, the Grizzlies
would improve to 3-3 in con-
ference play, possibly finding
themselves in third place in
the Big Sky.
“This is a big game,”
Chavez said.  “Every confer-
ence game is important.”
Rebounding will be a key
factor in the game.  
Northern Arizona is sec-
ond in the conference in
offensive rebounds and first
in defensive. McDade leads
the Big Sky in offensive,
defensive and total
rebounds.
“We’re not worried about
rebounding, but we know
we’re going to have to focus
on it,” Pederson said.
The game features the top
two 3-point shooting teams
in the conference. NAU aver-
ages 8.17 treys a game,
while Montana averages
8.05 a game. 
Montana will have
Derrick Mansell back in the
lineup.  Mansell has not
been able to practice or play
in the last seven games
because of academic ineligi-
bility.  Mansell will be com-
ing off the bench and David
Bell will still start at the
point.
Sean Sperry/Montana Kaimin
Guard Derrick Mansell speeds through a drill during a Wednesday practice in the Adams Center. The Griz are preparing to blur by Northern Arizona on
Thursday. 
Myers Reece
Montana Kaimin
Lady Griz shrug off slump, set sights on Lumberjacks
Will Cleveland
Montana Kaimin
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PERSONALS
Got results?  Free, anonymous HIV Counseling &
Testing...Call 243-2122
Want to go skiing or snowboarding?  Wondering about
ski conditions or avalanche conditions?
www.umt.edu/campusrec/outdoor.htm
ATTENTION STUDENTS:  Important info about e-mail.
New e-mail accounts have been created for all stu-
dents. For more info see
http://www.umt.edu/it/support/email
Come to the Winter Ball, a fabulous formal dance,
February 8th, 8pm-12am. Tickets $10/person or
$16/couple. Available at UC Box Office, DHC recep-
tion desk, and at the door. Come boogie all night long
to a DJ and dress to impress. The best ball of the
year!
Do you miss horseback riding now that you’re in col-
lege? Want to learn to ride? Join the UM Equestrian
Team: English, Western, Reining & Jumping! You don’t
need your own horse or huge financial backing.
Contact Jennifer @ 721-6706 & leave a message.
Deadline: Feb. 7th. www.hyperdesigned.com/UMET
DIDN’T ATTEND WINTERSESSION? WE WANT TO KNOW
WHY! Sign up now for a student focus group discussion
on Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 5pm. To participate, contact
peggy.nesbitt@mso.umt.edu by Friday, January 31.
Free Pizza!
Pace your drinks to one or fewer per hour ... another
way UM students party safe.
DANGER CERAMIC FEVER. No  known cure. Pottery
classes help symptoms. Work on pottery wheel. Begin
next week. 7 weeks $39. 543-7970
SALE - SALE - SALE - SALE - SALE At Hide & Sole -
Downtown...Hundreds of Boots, Shoes & Sandals are
now 50% off. Some Men’s, mostly Women’s. Check out
of New Styles of Birkenstock, Naot and Dansko Clogs!
If you’ve been in recovery from chemical dependen-
cy for over a year and want to help other students
out, we need you as a PEER Educator in the Self-Over-
Substance Program.  Call Mike at 243-4711 at the
Curry Health Center
Condom broke?  Ooops?  Emergency birth control can
reduce the risk of unwanted pregnancy if taken with-
in 72 hours of unprotected intercourse.  Call Curry
Health Center 24 hours/day at 243-2122
Curry Health Center provides urgent care nights and
weekends.  Need help NOW?  Use West entrance after
hours or call our Medical Clinic at 243-2122.
HELP WANTED
BE A BARTENDER Must be 18yrs+ Earn $15-30/hr. 1-2
week program. Job placement. Flexible hours, get
certified. 406-728-TIPS (8477)
Up to $500/wk preparing mailings, P/T. Not sales.
Flexible schedules. (626) 294-3215
STUDENTS LOOKING FOR MONEY!! Call Sherri 9am-
5pm, M-F. Find out how! 542-1129
FRATERNITIES * SORORITIES * CLUBS * STUDENT
GROUPS Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with a
proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundraising event.
Our programs make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so get with the
program! It works. Contact CampusFundraiser at
(888) 923-3238, or visit www.campusfundraiser.com
Work-study position as child care aide in  infant or
preschool age programs  close  to campus. M-F only.
Morning or afternoon hours possible. Director: 549-
8017 days 549-7476 eves/wknds.
Earn $$$ and support UM — Be an Excellence Fund
Phonathon caller Sunday through Thursday evenings
from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm.  Positions available immedi-
ately.  Pick up a job description and an application at
the UM Foundation, located in Brantly Hall
Naturalist Assistant The Nature Conservancy Pine
Butte Guest Ranch Choteau, MT May-Oct., 2003 406-
466-2158
SERVICES
CARPET CLEANING Average apartment $35-$45. Call
Ken 542-3824 21 years experience.
Online Filing Do Your Taxes Online @ www.absolute-
taxes.com for a minimal fee of $9.95 for 1040EZ and
$14.95 for 1040. FREE E-FILE!!
PROFESSIONAL PROOFREADING/EDITING. $1.00/page
542-0837
FOR SALE
NAS 100 FacPac, $35. Good condition. 243-3055
Double Bed — frame, box springs, mattress. New con-
dition. $100. 728-1084
AUTOMOTIVE
1986 Honda Civic Wagon. Well maintained. 136,000
miles.  Dependable and economical transportation.
$1400. 728-1084
COMPUTERS
Have a Mac? Have Problems? Call Peet at 370-4566.
Reduced rates for students and contract work. Also
willing to trade.
WANTED TO BUY
Old Prom dress collecting dust? Bring it to My Sister’s
Closet and collect some cash! Now accepting consign-
ments of Prom/formal dresses in excellent condition.
Larger sizes needed too. Call 327-0291 or stop by
3205 Brooks (Tandy Town)
FOR RENT
NEW! River Rock Apartments. 1-2-3 Bdrms. Please call
Professional Property Management, Inc. 721-8990
ROCK CREEK CABINS $22-$55/night 251-6611
www.bigsky.net/fishing
ROOMMATES NEEDED
Large 3 bdrm close to U, washer, dryer, cbl, dsl, pool
tbl. $300/mo + 1/3 utilities. 542-2625
BEAD SALE
Fabulous February 25% off Bead Sale. Everything on
sale. Today through February 28th. 517 S. Higgins,
543-0018. Come on down now!
CARLO’S 50% OFF SALE
Carlo’s February 50% Off Sale. All clothing, leather,
shoes 50% off. Today through every day in February.
204 3rd, 543-6350
SPEAK ITALIAN
Conversational classes, 6 week course, start Feb. 3.
Fee $220. Ecoitalia 728-4581 or
ecoitalia@montana.com
HAPPY ADS
Rod: It’s coming. 
Britt: You’re good enough, you’re smart enough, and
gosh darn it, people like you.
The Kaimin runs classifieds four days a week.  Prepayment is required.  Classifieds may be placed
at Journalism 206 or via FAX: (406)243-5475 or email: kaiminad@selway.umt.edu.
R A T E S
Off Campus
$1 per 5-word line/dayk i o s k Student/Faculty/Staff $.90 per 5-word line/day
K A I M I N   C L A S S I F I E D SThe Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Classified section. We urge all readers to
use their best judgment and investigate
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying out
any money.
LOST AND FOUND: The Kaimin runs classified ads for lost or found items free of charge.
They can be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.   
E - m a i l  C L A S S I F I E D  A D S  T o :  k a i m i n a d @ s e l w a y . u m t . e d u E - m a i l  D I S P L A Y  A D S  T o :  k a i m i n a d @ k a i m i n . o r g
DO YOU WANT TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS,
MEET NEW PEOPLE AND
HELP PAY FOR YOUR COLLEGE EDUCATION?
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE RESIDENCE LIFE FAMILY
APPLICATIONS CURRENTLY BEING ACCEPTED FOR
RESIDENT ASSISTANT and SUPERVISORY STAFF
FOR THE 2003-2004 ACADEMIC YEAR
Applicants must have a minimum 2.25 G.P.A. and an interest in working with people
Applications and position descriptions available at Residence Life Office,
Room 101, Turner Hall  or  Call 243-2611 with questions relative to these positions
Compensation: Room and Board plus a cash stipend
• 307 W. Railroad • Missoula • Montana • 
T h u r s d a y
ALL You Can
Drink
Draft Beer
$6.00
10 PM-1 AM
M o n d a y
2 Pitchers
Old Milwaukee
$7.00
6 PM-2 AM
W e d n e s d a y
Ladies Night
1/2 Price
Drinks
8-Midnight
Specials
have a final estimate in a few
days. The repairs should be
made within a few weeks
while the students are tem-
porarily relocated to an empty
room in Duniway, he said. 
Allan Daniels, a campus
custodian who worked at the
scene, said the destruction was
“mostly water damage” and
not caused by the fire itself.
Photos were among some of
the possessions damaged by
the water. Upon their return
to the hall, the residents
found picture books and photo
albums floating in the water.
Trying to save some memo-
ries, residents have lined the
halls and hallway with the
damp photos, hoping they’ll
dry out.
The tribes were offered a
spot on a group created by the
Environmental Protection
Agency, which is composed of
people with a variety of inter-
ests who support the removal
of the dam. Tribal officials
declined, saying that they
would prefer to communicate
with the EPA directly.
The EPA is set to release a
plan to remove the dam in
February and as a result of the
continued momentum to remove
the dam, optimism among the
supporters remains high. 
“It’s not quite a done deal
yet,” said Peter Nielsen, envi-
ronmental health supervisor
for the Missoula County
Health Department.
“But it’s close,” Evans said.
Dam
Continued from Page 1
Fire
Continued from Page 1 BOZEMAN (AP) — The car-
truck crash that killed three
driver education students and
their instructor is prompting a
nationwide investigation of driv-
er education programs, a federal
official said Tuesday.
“We will use this accident as a
springboard to look at driver
education programs throughout
the country,” said Gary Van
Etten, a senior transportation
specialist with the National
Transportation Safety Board.
Van Etten and five other fed-
eral investigators have been
here since Friday, a day after the
Manhattan Christian School
driver education car veered into
the path of a tractor-trailer on a
slick, two-lane paved road
between nearby Belgrade and
the Dutch farming community of
Churchill.
The team will “look at every
single aspect” of Thursday’s
crash, Van Etten said. And the
inquiry will widen to include not
only the details of this incident
but also larger safety issues
associated with driver education
programs, he said.
Such an unprecedented
inquiry might include curricu-
lum, instructor certification,
number of students allowed in
training vehicles and seasons
when driver education is offered,
Van Etten said.
Driver education is regulated
at the state level, without signifi-
cant federal oversight. And rules
vary considerably from state to
state, said Elizabeth Weaver,
head of Idaho’s driver education
program and former president of
a national association of driver
education administrators.
In Montana, state regulations
require driver education teach-
ers to complete classroom and
behind-the-wheel training in
traffic safety education. The
rules also mandate that all cars
have an extra brake on the pas-
senger side, for the instructor to
use while students are at the
wheel.
The car involved in last
week’s accident was equipped
with a passenger-side brake, as
well as seat belts, Van Etten
said. The teacher was state certi-
fied.
Van Etten said the NTSB will
issue its preliminary accident
findings in five or six months,
and a final report in about a
year.
Montana crash prompts federal investigation
